
In our article “Are Coral Trout on the way 
out?” elsewhere in this edition we discuss 
the various ways that our oceans are already 
changing in response to climate change. 
Factors such as changing currents, increasing 
temperatures and ocean acidity, changing 
rainfall patterns and the resultant impacts 
of these factors on fish habitat quality are 
all likely to result in some rearrangement of 
what lives where in Australian waters. 

And this is likely to be a double-edged sword: 
whilst fishos down south are undoubtedly 
rubbing their hands together at the idea of 
species such as Snapper, Yellowtail Kingfish 
and Mahi Mahi becoming more available in 
southern waters, incursions by less desirable 
species such as the Long-spined sea urchin, 
which form such high densities that very little 
else can survive in the barrens they create, 
are something that we need to be able to 
identify and respond to.

Unfortunately, monitoring changes in the 
distribution of species can be quite expensive, 
as it requires the collection of data over long 
timeframes, and large areas. 

However since 2012 recreational fishers 
around Australia have been helping to make 
the monitoring of shifts in species distribution 
around Australia a reality, through a 
fascinating project called Redmap.

Recreational fishers are increasingly 
playing a vital role in the monitoring of 
our waterways and fish stocks. In the August 
2013 edition of Escape with ET Recfishing 
Research explored one such example, where 
fishos were getting involved in ‘Citizen 
Science’ in the Gladstone Harbour region, 
sharing information on their catches to help 
improve understanding of what was happening 
to local fish populations following highly 
publicized fish kills in the area in 2011.
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This group of dedicated biologists and 
ecologists have been steadily synthesizing 
reports and photos of new/uncommon 
species provided by fishers and divers at 
locations all over Australia, and turning them 
into data to help understand how species 
distributions are changing over time.

The information provided by fishers around 
Australia to date already suggests that some 
of the species we target are on the move. For 
example, fishers have reported numerous 
sightings of large schools of Yellowtail 
kingfish in southern Tasmania during cool 
winter months, whereas they were previously 
only recorded along north of Tasmania. 

In Western Australia Mud crab were once 
uncommon south of Shark Bay, and now 
are being reported in every major south-
western estuary, including Denmark’s Wilson 
Inlet, over 1000km south of their historical 
distribution.

Project leader, Gretta Pecl explains “A project 
like this simply would not work without the 
help of fishers and divers around Australia, 
but I am happy to say we have had enormous 
help from people everywhere. 

I think this is because we are not only interested 
in collecting data to monitor environmental 
change, we are also interesting in providing 
that information back to the fishers who 
share their observations with us, to help them 
develop a clearer picture of what is going on 
around Australia as well”. 

Over time as the database grows, the 
information provided from this project will be 
increasingly valuable for monitoring how the 
distribution of different species is changing 
over time, to understand what this means to 
fishers, and also help identify areas where 
research should be targeted.

The sheer number of 
fishos out on the 
water on any given 

weekend, coupled with 
our natural curiosity 

and attention to 
detail when it comes 
to the conditions in 

areas that we fish and 
the species we catch 

creates a perfect 
partnership with 

the national team of 
researchers who work 

on Redmap, led by 
Gretta Pecl from the 
Institute for Marine 
and Antarctic Studies 

(IMAS).

If you have a sighting you would like 
to report, or you would just like to 
check out the project’s great website 
to see what’s on the move in your 
area, go to http://www.redmap.org.
au

While you’re looking around their 
site, don’t forget to sign up to their 
quarterly electronic newsletter or 
join them on Facebook (Redmap 
Australia) to keep up to date with 
what’s on the move around Australia!


